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Environmental citizenship

Take a stand for a greener future this month -

The team at Lab22 is particularly fond of April because the 22nd is Earth
Day! It is the perfect occasion to showcase your school’s environmental For inspiration, check out
commitments and emphasize the importance of individual and collective these Earth Day ideas. Once

. X . | R X R you have an event planned,
actions in building a more sustainable world. This month’s action guide you can add it to this
offers suggestions for how to foster environmental citizenship on April 22 community calendar! EF‘RT:

and throughout the year! D

Here are 5 ways to promote environmental citizenship in your school:

As environmental citizens, it is our responsibility to share our concerns and ideas within our
community. This can be done through the media or by engaging in dialogue with elected
officials. Here is how some schools have chosen to step up and speak out:
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When COP15 came to Montreal, students at Saint-Luc High School wrote and published a letter
calling for the protection of the Magpie River, which they had visited on a field trip in 2022.

Students on Edu2's environmental committee got approval from the Plateau-Mont-Royal
borough council to transform a vacant lot across from their school into a green space project.

The high school green committees of the Centre de services scolaire de la Pointe-de-l’ile wrote
a letter requesting that a sustainable development advisor position be created to help schools
with their environmental initiatives. It worked.

Here are a few activities that encourage students to think critically about current issues:

e Write a Letter to Your Municipality (Activity 3) (in French)
Cycle 1. French, English. 2-3 periods. (Réseau In-Terre-Actif)
e Public consultation simulations (in French)
Cycle 2. French, English - The Engineered Landfill Project in Sainte-Paix (BAPE)
Secondairy 4. Science and Technology - The Green Graphite Mine Project in the Laurentians (BAPE)
Secondaire 5. Contemporary World - The Green Graphite Mine Project in the Laurentians (BAPE)
e Group discussion on the documentary “Aprés la Romaine”
Cycle 2. French, English, Science and Technology. 2-3 periods. (Lab22 - upon request)

Why talk about environmental citizenship?

Environmental responsibility is what pushes us to adopt eco-friendly behaviours in
our daily lives. Environmental citizenship, on the other hand, encourages us to play an
active role in our communities by broadening our civic responsibility to include issues
that affect the environment - the place that we and all living things call home.
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As environmental education researcher Lucie Sauvé so aptly explains, teaching
students to be environmental citizens means raising a generation of young
people who are “aware of the connections between society and nature, critical,
creative and engaged, competent, and eager to participate in public debates and
in transforming eco-social policies and practices.”



https://cs3r.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/guide_changements_climatiques_activites-2018-FAE.pdf
https://www.bape.gouv.qc.ca/fr/bape/trousses-pedagogiques/
https://www.bape.gouv.qc.ca/fr/bape/trousses-pedagogiques/projet-let-sainte-paix/
https://www.bape.gouv.qc.ca/fr/bape/outils-pedagogiques/mine-graphite-vert-sciences/
https://www.bape.gouv.qc.ca/fr/bape/outils-pedagogiques/mine-graphite-vert-contemporain/
https://lab22.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Cine_discussion_2024-25.pdf?_gl=1*51kgw1*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA4NjY3OTA0LjE3ODQ3NDMwNDQ.*_ga_R2HRXQHCDK*czE3ODQ3NDMwNDQkbzEkZzEkdDE3ODQ3NDMwNjkkajM1JGwwJGgw
https://www.lapresse.ca/debats/opinions/2023-01-12/les-eleves-de-saint-luc-veulent-proteger-la-riviere-magpie.php
https://earthday.ca/suggestions-of-activities/
https://earthday.ca/events/#discover
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Environmental citizenship encourages people to go beyond individual action, broadening their
civic engagement to impact the entire community. For a school, this can mean projects that
extend beyond the school walls to positively influence the surrounding neighbourhood.

Pierre-Olivier Gourdeau, a student at Polyvalente de Black Lake, created a video to encourage
his community and other schools to participate in a trash cleanup or organize their own.

Chéne-Bleu High School in Pincourt created a school garden that includes garden beds, an orchard, a chicken
coop and - soon - a greenhouse. They even sell baskets of their produce to members of their community.

Connect the dots with other issues

As citizens of a global community, it is important to reflect on how
the climate crisis is experienced differently by communities around
the world. Taking action for the environment also means addressings
social issues and advocating for human rights and equity.

Here are some resources to help you explore these topics:

o Climate Justice Teacher's Guide - Amnesty International Canada
e A Just Climate Educational Toolkit - Oxfam Québec (in French)
e Can You Hear the Eco? Digital Case Studies - The Starfish
e Youth Climate Change Summit - Fondation Monique-Fitz-Back
o In addition to attending this event, high school students can also
be elected to the National Council of Youth Environment Ministers

Provide opportunities for engagement year-round

Climat

blab‘ﬂ

Check out our short
Climatoblabla videos and

educational worksheets about :
- Climate justice: Not everyone is

equal when it comes to climate

change
- Taking action for the

environment: The Chéne-Bleu

K High School project
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It is crucial that environmental responsibility be a consistent part of your work, rather than a
series of one-off activities. Lab22's monthly action guides are designed to help schools plan an

annual calendar of activities and events related to the socio-ecological transition.

Here are a few of our favourites:

Communication That Moves Transition Dragons

Also in April...
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If your school is planning any Easter activities or events this year, there is likely going to be
chocolate involved. Be sure to keep the 5Rs in mind as you make choices about everything from
decorations to prizes. And if you intend to purchase some sweet treats, consider fair-trade and

locally sourced options.

Being an environmental citizen means taking responsibility for the impact that our choices and
actions have on the environment — a space we share with billions of living beings, both human
and more-than-human. For more on this, stay tuned for our May action guide on biodiversity.

If you have any questions or need support with your activities,
contact your Lab22 socio-ecological transition advisor!


https://www.lab22.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Activite%CC%81s-coup-de-coeur-Mobilisation_DRAGONS.pdf
https://www.lab22.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/activites-coup-de-coeur-du-lab22-sexprimer-pour-influencer.pdf
https://www.lab22.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/MAJ_2024-25-octobre-GMR-2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QscqPg2dKN8&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QscqPg2dKN8&t=1s
https://youtu.be/kCeok9qkAUA?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/kCeok9qkAUA?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/kCeok9qkAUA?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QscqPg2dKN8&t=1s
https://youtu.be/urxQWwc0aC4?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/urxQWwc0aC4?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/urxQWwc0aC4?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PzAsEZTmzg
https://amnesty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2021-Climate-Justice-Teachers-Guide.pdf
https://oxfam.qc.ca/projet/quebec/atelier/climat-de-justice/
https://thestarfish.ca/learning-and-development/can-you-hear-the-eco
https://sorsdetabulle.com/cest-quoi-le-sommet-jeunesse-sur-les-changements-climatiques-sjcc/
https://sorsdetabulle.com/cest-quoi-le-conseil-national-des-jeunes-ministres-de-lenvironnement/

	April 2027
	Environmental citizenship
	Take a stand for a greener future this month
	The team at Lab22 is particularly fond of April because the 22nd is Earth Day! It is the perfect occasion to showcase your school’s environmental commitments and emphasize the importance of individual and collective actions in building a more sustainable world. This month’s action guide offers suggestions for how to foster environmental citizenship on April 22 and throughout the year!

	Here are 5 ways to promote environmental citizenship in your school:
	Dare to speak up and call for change As environmental citizens, it is our responsibility to share our concerns and ideas within our community. This can be done through the media or by engaging in dialogue with elected officials. Here is how some schools have chosen to step up and speak out:
	Bring education into the real world Here are a few activities that encourage students to think critically about current issues:
	Write a Letter to Your Municipality (Activity 3) (in French)
	Public consultation simulations (in French)
	Group discussion on the documentary “Après la Romaine”

	Why talk about environmental citizenship?
	Environmental responsibility is what pushes us to adopt eco-friendly behaviours in our daily lives. Environmental citizenship, on the other hand, encourages us to play an active role in our communities by broadening our civic responsibility to include issues that affect the environment – the place that we and all living things call home.
	As environmental education researcher Lucie Sauvé so aptly explains, teaching students to be environmental citizens means raising a generation of young people who are “aware of the connections between society and nature, critical, creative and engaged, competent, and eager to participate in public debates and in transforming eco-social policies and practices.”



	April 2027
	Get involved in the local community Environmental citizenship encourages people to go beyond individual action, broadening their civic engagement to impact the entire community. For a school, this can mean projects that extend beyond the school walls to positively influence the surrounding neighbourhood.
	Connect the dots with other issues  As citizens of a global community, it is important to reflect on how the climate crisis is experienced differently by communities around the world. Taking action for the environment also means addressings social issues and advocating for human rights and equity.
	Here are some resources to help you explore these topics:
	Check out our short Climatoblabla videos and educational worksheets about : - Climate justice: Not everyone is equal when it comes to climate change - Taking action for the environment: The Chêne-Bleu High School project
	Provide opportunities for engagement year-round It is crucial that environmental responsibility be a consistent part of your work, rather than a series of one-off activities. Lab22's monthly action guides are designed to help schools plan an annual calendar of activities and events related to the socio-ecological transition. Here are a few of our favourites:
	Transition Dragons
	Communication That Moves
	Also in April...
	If your school is planning any Easter activities or events this year, there is likely going to be chocolate involved. Be sure to keep the 5Rs in mind as you make choices about everything from decorations to prizes. And if you intend to purchase some sweet treats, consider fair-trade and locally sourced options.
	Being an environmental citizen means taking responsibility for the impact that our choices and actions have on the environment – a space we share with billions of living beings, both human and more-than-human. For more on this, stay tuned for our May action guide on biodiversity.
	If you have any questions or need support with your activities,



